What we claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 

is ; 

1. Aii dxi diiyeuifciiiL lux cjuuL rolling an electronic 
device, said arra-ng^Tnevnt. r.ompri si ng an inpnr. unit wi r.h 

an optical acnoor for recording images, and a signal -pro- 
cessinq unit for identifying predetermined luIux-maLAwi 
in at least one ot said images and for controlling the 
electronic device dependent upon said predetermined 
information, characterized in that the input 
unit: in a first timet ion mode is arranged to convert said 
at least one image to a current text string containing a 
aequynue ul uheLLtftuLe-Lts , and that the signal -processing 
unit is arranged to control the electronic device on the 
basis of the current text string. 

2. An arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the 
signal -processing unit is arranged to control the elec- 
tronic device on the basis of the format of the current 
text string. 

3. An arrangement according to claim 2, wherein the 
signal -processing unit is arranged to match the format of 
the current text string to a format database comprising 
predetermined formats, each of which is associated with 
at least one command, and to generate the command asso- 
ciated with the current text string, so as to control the 
clcuLxuaiu deviue. 

4 . An arrangement according to claim 3 , wherein said 
command initiates execution of software on the electronic 
device . 
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5. An arrangement according to claim 3, wherein oaid 
format database comprises predetermined formats of diffe- 
rent types of addresses . 

6. An arrangement according to claim 3, which fur 
Cher comprises a database editor which allows a uaer to 
add formats and associated command* to t.hP. format fiats- 
base . 

7. An arrangement accordinq to claim 1, wherein the 
signal -processing imil-. is sirrf-mg^ri to identify an address 
in the current text string and to cause the electronic 
device Lo cumieuL Lu aaid dddxetss. 

R . An flmngp.mp.nr. according to claim 1, wherein 
the signal -proceeding unit ie arranged to cause, when 
identifyinq an address lor electroiiic mail iu said Le-xX 
string, the electronic device to open a program tor elec- 
tronic mail . 

9* Aii arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the 
signal-processing unit is arranged to cause, when iden- 
tifying a web address in said text string, the electronic 
device Lu open a web bxuwtiei . 

1U. An arrangement according to claim i, wherein the 
signal -processing unit is arranged to cause, when identi- 
fying a phone or fax number in said text string, the 
electronic device to connect to the phone or fax number. 

11. An arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the 
input unit in the first function mode io a handheld text 
scaruiei. . 
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12. An arrangement according t.n rJalm 1, which is 
selectively operable in a control function mode, in which 
the signal -processing uniL its cix jLc±iiyt-d Lo control the 
electronic device on the basiR of t.rm r.urrenr. r.p.xr. 
string, preferably the format thereof. 

13. An arrangement: according Lu claim i, whumlu the 
signal-prnnRRRiTig unit is at least partly placed in the 
same casing ao the electronic device, 

14. An diXcAiiycLnent according to claim 1, wherein the 
inpi.it unit is arranged tor wireless communication with 
the electronic device . 

15 . An arraiiy emeiit according Lu claim 1 , wherein the 
input unit m a further function mode is controllable to 
record single images. 

16. Aii arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the 
input unit in a second function mode is arranged to con- 
trol a cursor on a display of the electronic device. 

17. Ail arrangement according to claim 16, wherein 
the input unit is arranged to automatically select func- 
tion mode on the basis of the contents of said at least 
one image . 

Its. An arrangement according to claim 16, wherein 
the input unit is arranged to operate in the second func- 
tion mode when said at least one image contains a prede- 
termined paLtexji. 

19. An arrangement according to claim 15, wherein 
the input unit is arranged to automatically select a 

{continued) 


(nnnt-.i rvn e.ri Claim 19) 

predefined function mode, preferably the first function 
mode, in Lhe absence of a predetermined pattern in said 
ah leasr. one image. 

20. An arrangement according to claim 18, wherein 
Lhe predetermined pattern consists of a. posit ion- coding 
pattern, preferably an absolute position-coding pattern. 

21. An arrangement according to claim 1, which fur- 
ther comprises a product, on which a plurality of command 
words are indicated. 

22. A method for controlling an electronin rifivira, 
comprising the steps of operating a handheld input unit 
to record at least one imaqe, identifying predetermined 
information in said at least one imagfi, snri nnntrnning 
the electronic device dependent upon eaid predetermined 
information, characterized by Lhe further 
steps of converting Raid ah least one Image to a current 
text string including a sequence of charactcro, and con- 
trolling the eleuLiuuiu deviue on Lhe basis of the cur- 
rpnt hRvh string. 

23. A method according to claim 22, comprising the 
further ssLep of conLiulliiiy Lhe elccLronic device on the 
basis ot the tormat of the current text string. 

24. A method according to claim 23 , comprising the 
step of matching the format of the current text string to 
a format database comprlslnq predetermined formats, each 
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(continued claim 24) 

nt which is associated with a command, and yexier a ting the 
command associated with the current text string, so as "CO 
cjuiiLxul the electronic device . 

A method according Lu uldiin 24, wherein s&id 
command initiates execution of software on the electronic 
device • 

2b > A method according to claim 24, wherein the for- 
mat database compri sp.r predetermined formats for diffe- 
rent types of addresses . 

27. A method according Lu claim 22, comprising the 
steps of searching for an address in the current text 
string, and, when an address is found, causing the elec- 
tronic device to cunuecL Lu said address. 

28- An input unit with at least a first and a second 
f -unction mode, compricing a detector for capturing images 
ciiid dm iuLctye processor for processing the images to 
arhiftvft said two function modes, characteriz- 
e d in that the input unit is arranged to change frnm 
the first Lo Lhe second function mode when the image 
processor detects a first piece of predetermined infor- 
mation in one of said images, 

29. An input unit according to claim 28, wherein 
said first piece of predetermined information is a pre- 
determined pattern . 

30. An input unit according to claim 28, which is 
arranged Lu clicuige Ixoiri the second function mode to the 
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tirst function mode when it detects* w ueuond piece of 
predetermined inf ormati on In one of said images. 

31- An input unit according to claim 29, wherein 
said predetermined inloriucitiun consists o£ a position- 
coding pattern, preferably an absolute posit ion -coding 
pattern . 

32. An input unit auucjidiny to claim 28, wherein the 
first function mode is a mouse function, and the second 
function mode io an input function, preferably a scanner 
function. 
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